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GIRLIE E€£FT YOUR Geil 
The caption on this issue of FULCRIM's 
cover might better have read ‘Why they 
teach girls to kill’. Is this the ultim- 
ate aim of "Women's Liveration’ ---- to be 


every way to thelr male counter- 
Are there nct, aiter all, more 
activities for girls? Do they 
grass lacross, baseball and even 
football and hockey? Ils it not even het- 
ter for some Archie Bunker to relegate 
them to making cookies and petit-point? 
Better than learm to be professional kil- 
lers would it not even be better to be- 
come two dollar whores? 


equal in 
parts? 

pleasant 
not play 


But capitalism has its priorities and 
whether the girls be in London or Paris, 
Moscow or Peking the commodities of wage 
labour production must be sold and each 
nation must protect its interests from 
its fellow national nrredators in the 
jungle of the world market place. So it 
is that in its driving quest for sales 
and protits capitalism will abuse and de- 
base anything or anyone to that end. 

Ch ves: Where did this occur? If you 
want a girl just like the girl who could 
shoot like dear old dad, you don't have 
to go to Yugoslavia. You don't have to 
go to Israel or Spain. Go where flower 
baskets hang from lamp-posts, where the 
phoney English "Ye Olde Tea Shopre" pan- 
ders to the semi- literate Yankee dollar. 
Go to quaint little ola serene Victoria. 
Sor that is where the Canadian Girls In 
Training receive the fine points of leg- 

alized murder from the Canadian Arm. 


It should be educational tnaat wnen this 
picture appeared in the local press not 
one 'do-gooder' reformist organization 
raised its voice in alarm. ‘either should 
they be expected to, for this’ sort of 
thing is normal under canitalism. And all 
reformist organizations have one thing in 
common. They all embrace capitalism. 


Neither do socialists »rotest such abom- 
inations, but for different reasors. Soc- 
falists realize tne futilitv of artemt- 
ing reforms and scrotests against capital- 
ism's evils, so instead sct their ship 
toward abolition of the evil rather than 
wasting time improving its chains. [Is it 
not time YOU pulled a bit on YOUP oar? 


SCCIALIS.'E ‘NDIA/L PUBLIE PAR LE PART] 
Socialiste du Canada -: Which means that 
the net: French journal SOCIALISME MONDIA, 
is now ready to go to press. The first 
issue should be available about May lst 
The first issue will run 16 pages and 
subscription rate will be 6 issues for $), 
Subscribers should apply to - le Parti 

Socialiste du Canada, C.P. 244, Pointe- 
Aux-Trembles 500, Québec. FULCRUM hails 
this great new effort on the part of soc- 
ialists in Quebec, England, France and 
Belgium. 


QUEBEC SPARKPLUG 


A great deal of the credit for initiating 
SOCTALISME MONDIAL must go to Serge Huard, 
Not only is Huard to be admired for his 
mart in this great undertaking, but his 
numerous advertisements placed in eastem 
papers are bringing in the biggest res- 
ponse that the Socialist party of Canada 
has seen for a long long long time. Bien 
Comrade Huard - a job well done. 


SOCIALTST ih JAIL FOR REFUSING TO KILL 


All socialists, of course, refuse to take 
part in military service on the grounds 
that they have no interest in killing 
their fellow workers for the sake of one 
group of capitalists competing against 
their parasitic counterparts’ elsewhere. 
It has been some time since _ persecution 
has been noted for adherence to this very 
sound principle. Near the end of W.W.1 
Singer Goodwin was shot in the back by 
a 8.C. Provincial Police constable for 
his draft avoidance. During W.W.2, while 
socialists in England were successful in 
arguing their cases on the grounds of 
conscience in Canada many socialists were 
forced to hide out or escape to the Unit- 
ed States -- a reverse traffic to that of 
recent years. Tt is therefore strange to 
kear that at a time of so-called peace a 
socialist has been tailed for refusing 
military service. No - not in the United 
States, but in Sweden. This reveals the 
hvpocrisy of Sweden's criticism of the 
".S. In Vict Nam and kicks hell out of 
the fraudulent claim that Sweden's state 
capitalism has something to do with soc- 
ialisn. It is hoped that arguments on 
behalf of our Swedish comrade can help to 
soon obtain his release. 


? 


the ABC of Inflation 


te following artt from the Oet/72 SCCIALIST 
STANDARD {journa F Soetalist Party of Great 


Britain) 18 reproduced here because it helps ez- 
plain inflation here, as well as in other coun- 
tries Where currency has been devalued. Some 
svernments do thts on the advice of Keynesian 
theorists, who turn qa blind eye to the Marxian 
malysts of capitalism. It has long been known 
that am oversupply of tncontrovertable currenci 
inevitably results tm tts depreciation, which 16 
inflation or higher prices. For example, from 
the years 1954 to 1970 Canadian governments tin- 
ereased the amount of currency i» eireulutecn by 
3.16 times the increase in the Cross Nattonal 
Wroduct* The present government 1s st1ll deval- 
ung currency by tncreast»g tts supply. As re- 
ywaled in tts Annual Report the Bank of Canada 
has "...pursued an expansionary monetary policy 
throughout 1972 to help  sttnmulate a demand for 
goods and services thereby generating more jobs" 


) it is part of the general purpose of the Coman- 
| ion Parties of Socialism to explain the nature 
| of world capttalism to the majority, the working 


class, so they will be able to act effectively " 
insecurity, war and the other 


against poverty, 
problems of their existence. 


‘ figures from Bank of Canada 


THE LaBsouR Party and the Tory Party accuse each 
other of being responsible for the continuing rise of 
prices, but there is absolutely nothing to choose between 
he records of the two parties. Measured by the govern- 
nents own Retail Price Indexes, the Labour govern- 
ment 1945-51 scored a 28 per cent rise and the Labour 
government 1964-70 another 30 per cent (of the 1964 
level); while the Tories marked up 50 per cent between 
1951 and 1964 and another 17 per cent (of the 1970 
level) between 1970 and June 1972. Added to the 32 
per cent rise recorded between 1939 and 1945 under the 
National government (admitted to be an understatement), 
the present price level is at least four times what it 
was before the war. 

In 1944 the three parties—Tory, Labour and Liberal 
~in the National government committed themselves to 
do what they could after the war “'to stabilise prices”, 
and at each of the eight general elections Labour and 
mes both repeated the proniise—and it hasn't meant 
a thing. 

Individual prices can rise (or fall) for several different 
feasons, Good harvests will reduce prices and bad harv- 
Sts will raise them. Boominy trade increases demand 
4nd sends prices up, bad trade will send them down 
‘gain, Even against the present trend of rising prices 


rosverity” at wy orice. 


metal prices fell heavily last year as demand slackened 
off—the price of copper fell by 40 per cent. Improved 
methods of production, by reducing the amount of labour 
required, will operate to lower pnces, while the exhaus- 
tion of easily accessible seams of mineral ores (coal 
and metals) will operate the other way because mining 
at greater depths or in less rich seams requires more 
labour to produce each ton. 


During the nineteenth century when all of these price 
factors operated the general price levels in Bntain went 
up in some periods and down in others, or remained 
nearly stationary, but the extent of the movement up 
and down was always within a range of about 25 per 
cent either way—nothing like the 300 per cent added 
since September 1939 Wages also rose and fell dumng 
the nineteenth century; sometimes in line with the move- 
ment of prices, sometimes by more or less, and occa- 
sionally wages moved in the opposite direction to prices 


Fallacies 


All sorts of explanations have been offered for the 
abnormal rise of prices since 139 as compared with 
the up-und-down movements of prices in the nineteenth 
century. Most of the so-called explanations take the 


4 

form of blaming some group or other for being “greedy”; 
bankers, or manufacturers, or retailers or trade union- 
ists. It is an explanation that a glance at certain facts 
will show to be nonsense. Did the copper companies 
reduce their prices by 40 per cent in 1971 because they 
had suddenly become less greedy? Between 1948 and 
1968 prices rose by 100 per cent in Britain, but only 
by half that amount in America and Switzerland: are 
the British twice as greedy? In the nineteenth century 
did the whole population go through alternating phases 
of being more greedy and less greedy? Between the 
end of 1920 and the middle of 1933 prices fell by over 
50 per cent. The fall was continuous for thirteen years. 
What had happened to greed? 


The fact is that sellers always try to get as big a 
price as they can, “as much as the market will bear”, 
and if they can get more or are forced to take less it 
is because external circumstances Over which they have 
little or no control determine that it shall be so. 


Two popular beliefs are that prices go up because 
wages go up, or vice versa. It does not occur to those 
who hold one or the other view that wages are prices — 
the price the worker gets for the sale of his labour- 
power, his mental and physical energies, to the em- 
Woyer. So, properly stated, their two propositions be- 
come the single useless assertion that prices go up 
becauSe prices go up. 


If they re-stated it in the form that one group of 
prices (wages) go up because the other group of prices 
gO up—or vice versa—they overlook the truth that both 
groups of prices go up because of common external fac- 
tors which affect both of them, more or less to the 
same extent. To illustrate this we can note that in 
summers when more Londoners visit the country the 
harvests are good. Nobody asks whether it is the London 
visitors who make the corn ripen, or whether it is the 
ripened corn which attracts the visitors. It just happens 
that a long hot summer both produces the good harvest 
and attracts visitors to the country — the sun is the 
common cause of both. 


Paper & Prices 


The new factor which has operated to push up prices 
abnormally since the war—the “sun” in relation to pri- 
ces and wages—has bcen the continuous and accelerat- 
ing “depreciation of the currency’. In the nincteenth 
century the amount of notes and coin in circulation was 
controlled by the device, enforced by law, that the 
pound sterling was a fixed weight (about a quarter of 
an ounce) of gold, and Bank of England notes were 
always convertible on demand into the corresponding 
weight of gold. Nowadays the pound is an inconvertible 
paper currency and enormous additional amounts have 
been printed and put into circulation. In 1939 the total 
of notes and coin in the hands of the public was £454 
million. It is now over £3,500 million and rising steadily, 
an amount far in excess of whatever increase would have 
been necessary in line with the actual increase in pro- 
duction and sales of goods. 


Karl Marx, whose study of the subject has never been 
rivalled, enunciated the economic Jaw in the form that 


if the amount of inconvertible paper currency exceeds 
the amount of gold that would be needed if gold coins 
circulated, the excess simply operates to push up prices. 
Before Keynesian doctrines were swallowed by most 
of the modern economists and politicians, this relation- 
ship betwen excess issues of inconvertible notes and 
the price level was generally accepted by economists 
(including Keynes). In 1919 the government deliberately 
put a stop to the issue of additional notes and this played 
a large part in the subsequent fall of prices. Now the 
political parties and the trade unions have deceived 
themselves, against all past experience, into the belief 
that what they call increasing ‘“‘money supply” feads 
to greater production and the maintenance of “full 
employment”. 


Facing Facts 


Not quite all of the economists and financial authori- 
ties have swallowed the ‘‘new economics’. One excep- 
tion is the First National City Bank of New York which, 
in its Monthly Bulletin for January 1970, ridiculed the 


notion that rising prices are due to greed or to thea) 


wage demands of trade unions: 


Most of the blame for inflation is misplaced. For although 
inflation has a hundred faces, it has but one essential 
cause: overly expansive and erratic monetary policy that 
has pushed up the quantity of money more swiftly than 
the quantity of goods and Services. 


Governments, even if they perceived the truth of 
this, are afraid to repeat the restrictive policy applied 
in 1919 because they think it might lead to a big de- 
pression and much heavier unemployment. The econom- 
ist Lord Robbins, speaking in the House of Lords on 
Sth July, said: 


I know of no case in history where inflation of the order 
of magnitude of that from which we are now suffering 
has been stopped by measures of this sort without that 
sort of effect. 


The government’s view, according to Patrick Jenkin, 


Chief Secretary of the Treasury, is that while ao a 


the money supply would affect prices it would do so 
only after a considerable time lag:- ‘The immediate 
effect would be increased unemployment and reduced 
output. As a solution, it was politically, wholly un- 
acceptable”. (Financial Times 17 July) 

They Lord Robbins and Jenkin, are equally afraid that 
continued and accelerating depreciation of the currency 
may end with the kind of monetary collapse that Ger: 
many experienced between the wars. 


Most workers believe that if only prices came down 
or were at least stabilised their chief troubles would be 
over. They should rememher that while it is true that 
at present hundreds of thousands of workers cannot 
afford to buy a house on mortgage, exactly the same 
was true between the wars when prices of houses and 
prices in general (and wages) were only a fraction of 
what they are now. For the workers capitalism means 
hardship whether prices are high or low or falling or 


rising. H. 


Reproductions of this article are available from Socialist Party of Canada 


Bor 2o7, Victoria, Bac. 
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approximately CU% of the 
population of the Pra 
vince of Cuebec are mem 
bers of that well known 
class of people who do 
not share in the owner: 
ship of the means of 


production and distri- 
hution. 4 
_—" 
N aN 

Consequently, to sur- 
vive thev must, like 7 i 
members of that class 
elsewhere,sell the only /\\ 
commodity they own —=. 

‘ee OD 


their mental and phy 

sical energies for a 

price (called wage) to 

the buvers, that is, that other class that does monopolize the means of production. 


A matoritv of them speak a difterent language to that spoken by others of their 
class in the rest of Canada. in one wav of course, the vocabulary used by workers 
in all countries is similar. ‘S‘ords such as pavday, poverty, mortgage, debt, alarm 
clock, worry, ‘ear, booze, television, dope, etc. are commonly used by that class 
of people who are forced to sell thelr life force to a boss, everywhere; in *oscow 
as much as in ‘fontreal; In London as in .iew York. winguistically the words will te 
pronounced differently, but tne meanings wili be the sane, because the social en- 
Vironment is basically the same. We of the Companion Yarties for world Socialism 
insist that the problems that the workers of the world have in common are much more 
relevant than ure the: linguistic und nativunai divistons thac the capitalists of the 
earth have their underiings coralled ‘n. 


In this age of the gloral village concepr, where technolosy has made the earth so 
small, fn geographical terms alone, che concept o° sinyle countries such as Canada 
is politicaily antedeluvian in reiation to workin; class problems. ‘To divide the 
social fraction «mown as Canada into a sialler traction vet, while leaving the wages 
prices profit. arrangement untouched and to call chis a step forward for the workers 
of Quebec is an absurdity of the first watet. An absurdity that unfortunately does 
not loom large in competition with che whole fielé of absurdities fed to the useful 


Class in society to iniuce their loyaity to the economic relationship of wage-labor 
and capital. 


2AROFI. WAOwS wO AATLONALITY 
A larpe part of the cap{tai (wealth used to create more wealth through the exploit 
ation of wage~ labor) now invested in “uebec 4s [.£. or Cunadian owned. But local 
intellectuals -- entrepeneurs in (juebec have hungry eyes on these “foreign” holdings. 
‘urplus value, or profit, comes from the unpaid labor of the wage-working class. 
The employers buy labor-power, that is the workers’ energy. In exchange for the 
Price the boss pays for the worker's energy, he gets more than his 


| ; 


(€ 


energy value in a full day's work. He gets a whole day's labor, a quantity of labor 
value for which he does not pay one red cent. This is the process of exploitation 
used in capitalism everywhere, and the source of the immense wealth of the owning 
Naturally this process must remain unknown to the exploited pro- 
cucers or they would soon stop it. Consequently it is hidden behind false fronts 
1ike patriotism, democracy, etc. It follows that if one section of the ruling class 
‘such as the local one in Quebec) wants to take over from another section (like the 
English speaking section outside of Quebec) they are not going to expose their real 
intent. Like social parasites everywhere they will hide it behind illusions of 
classless democracy like “Quebec for Quebecers" etc. they will try to convert a 
language difference into a racial or a cultural difference; for the purpose of get- 
ting the support of Quebec workers behind their selfish, minority interests. No 
one has yet succeeded in making profits taken from the 8 hour shifts of workers by 
French speaking capitalists look any different to the same surpluses robbed by Eng- 
lish speaking or Russian or Chinese speaking capitalists. 


class everywhere. 


Conversely, the pain of proletarian existence is universal, regardless of the lan- 
guage. color of skin or nationality of the share holders and government bond holders 


at the top of che social hierarchy. 


THE FRENCH CONNECTION 


4n article in the “Weekend Magazine’ 3/1/73, called The French Connection, indicates 
that in addition to the homegrown leeches, a section of the idle class in Mother 
France is alsc casting covetous eyes on the productivity of Quebecois 9 to 5'ers. 
First indication of this was Genera). de Gaulle's infamous (or famous, depending on 
which consortium of minority rulers one is cheering for) shout: "Vive le Quebec 
libree,” Folowing this came an organization in France, partiy financed by the Que- 
Lec provincial government and the national government of France, the “France-Ouebec 
Association.'' Cne ot its chaupions is rene Levesque, leader of the separatist Parti- 
Juebecois. There is also a "Quebec lobby” in the French National Assembly, with a 
group of prominent French politicians covertly supporting the aim of the province 
of Quebec becoming a "country in its own right." 


{ormer iontrealler, now working in France says. "We cannot help looking at French 
Canada politically as well as economically. Its a package deal.’ When “ene twe- 
vasque visited “rance he "'...made a tremendous impression on French leaders in all 
walks of life...” ‘ie even seid top Jevel aiscussions witn a famous French banker 
%no gave nim advice on how to establish economic ties with the European community, 


once .uebec kas separated.’ 


lf French: Canadian speaking »csses take over from English-speaking or U.S. ormers. 
and the surpluses exploited from ‘ uebec workers are sold in Europe shall ‘ve say, 
imstead of the U.S., just how are Quebec workers thus liberated? ;cheir material 
consumption is -£111 restricted by the wages they get, whether high or low, just as 
it is now while working for ‘foreign’ employers. Most of what they produce will 
still be taken away from them as legitimate profit, with the wages, money, profits 
System untouched, uncharged. The enemy is capitalism as a system, not one set of 
Oppressors as opposed to anotner. The cnains taat bind the working class are in 
the wages system. The branding iron that left that identifying mark of regiment- 
ation un their foreheads is the paycheck. The capitalists of the world rule the 
workers of the world by ruling the ideas in their heads. Phony ideas like "there 
have always been bosses and workers," or ‘national freedom means freedom for 
everybody." In spite of their sectional differences over who gets whose loot, the 
rulers of the earth are united on one objective - the workers of the earth must 
never ne allowed to find out how they are fleeced. 


“ACT ISM at» «RLIGF [3 2390p eee? 
czeping tre crsers —oOsitically coniused {6 a oiy industry. #& lot of dedicated 
people work at tt \e Same weexenc article tells ur adout a Paui Callendra, a 
‘ormper French arm’ 9° * cer, as tne: described it, “turnee tocialist m litant, ho 
yoy Delongs t~ tue extreme lef. of +e French Socialist Farty...(and) hose tune ta 
“arxist.' This le. ( caritalist -deologist, ‘its a so called -larxi;t tone,’ 


usec Urain was-ing vechniques xnewn to elitist propacand-sts for over a aiund:ed 
vears, when ke ecuates sationalism w@tih Socialism (shades cu ‘dolp. iiier), equates 
language with cu.ture, . -des the class divisicn in capitaitisr, and stresses iead - 
ership at the ex-2nse of understanding. 


77MCLS  Leadersiip: (in tne German language -- Fuhrer-ship), ::e quote, ‘* nave 

great admiration for . ene Wevesque in that ine cperates efticientlv and efiectivel~. 
[ xiv hope that when he leads luebec's sevaration from Canada, che situation will 
cum him into a zwood Socialist. For we are noping to see uevec as a good SocZalist 


state. 


‘ye concept of a Sccialist ctate is a contradiction of terms. czither there is a 
state a coericive executive committee of some ruling class, administering over 
some suvject class. or, there is Socialism, a classless society with no need of a 
State to keep another ciass down, bute which has instead, a democratic administra- 
sion functioning for ali society. sf "Socialist State’ is as contradictory as a 
democratic dictatcrsnir ‘he class that "'cajls tne shots’ {n modern society have 
aiwavs Deen in favor cs workers trusting anc (o:louins leaders, in the hope that 
cney will never be anle to see through the smokescreen themselves, understand cap- 
italism an= theretv get rid of it. 


FAAMEL-  citding che class division: ‘se quote again - but cre tirst stage for 
wuetec is tc throw of che Anglo-pkhone dominaticn. It ie tne just struggle of a 
small island of ~rencn--speaki.zg people in the midst of a nuge Anglo-phone terri-- 
tory. The people of -uebec are victims of oppression...’ (Emrhasis added). The 
words “uebec,'’ ‘Anglophone, "just'’ and people, concept plovs are decoys that 
have been used since the days of Cmmanuel lant, the tirst prominent apologist” 
phvlosopher che bourgeoisie hada to justify and hide the nature of their system 
Irom its victime. The intent of the above quotation is to misrepresent the oppo- 
sition -etween “uebec anu cne cest of the country as being classless. Callandra 
Mies to t2ia us that it is al) the “/nguuracics ‘capitalists A.D workers) who 
are oppressing all of tke uetecc‘ts, (Cuebecofs capitaiists and workers alixe). 
u@ is pedc-ing s=his insidious B.c. in favor of a \uebec business minority and the 
“renc) cimer minorit;, under the name of Socialism: That oppression is democratic, 
laat is, One nation offresses another nation, a political fairy tale that can be 
found in any conservative thought, from Pexing to wali Street. 


ee AD -quates language with cuiture: (Included with the above quotation). The 

suture of the --orkers in Nuebec 1s basically the same, as that of wage slaves else~ 

Vhere. iong mours of uninteresting, repetitive tasks, for which they receive a 

price co keep tcneir energies up, called a vage. While uneasily resting, refueling ‘ 
and worr: ing, paying cills and otherwise preparing for another day or week of ser- 

"{ee to tre universa: css, they indulge in various escapist activities, of an in- 

tensity varying according to the degree of inhumanity of the job. “ike television 

(cream trorldy autos. alcohol, religion, etc. 


Wiile escap><em does not consume all the "spare" time of ail workers, whatever 
ictivities some indulge in, such as creative hobbies to counteract the stulti- 
fving job, whatever they do is stamped, degraded, limited ty a whole environment of 
servitude, a litetime of deliverance of a commodity labor power, for the greater 
emansion of capital. Culture, analyzed, means what a people do. Workers spend 
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very little of their total time watching, or participating in plays, movies, lista. 
ing to msic. These activities in Quebec would involve the French language, in- 
stead of English, Russian or Chinese. Their folk heros, political or otherwise 
will speak French, but will have the same social relevance as their kind in other 


countries. 


The alleged identity of language and culture is another fraud, and a boost for the 
disease of nationalism that hides the real enemv, minority class ownership of the 


means of life. 


Separatism is already in existence for French-Canadian workers. Separation from 
free access to the means of production; and this is the problem, A “solution” to 
the problem via a different name for Quebec is not the answer. The bloody history 
of capitalism is replete with examples like English speaking workers who did not 
know how the next months rent was going t>) be paid, being trained to go out and 
kill German speaking workers who csuld never pay cash for a house. They accepted 
the myth thac members cf their 2«n class who spoke a different language in another 
country were their enemy, and vice versa, because of their ignorance of capital- 
ism. The victims -f neither side knew chat the real quarrel was between the nation- 
al groups of bosses who sat back and hoped to win the markets, materials - profits, 
that their servant-soldiers were unconsciously dying to get for them. 


ALGERIA vs FRANCE QUEBEC vs. CANADA for "SOCIALISM" 


Callandra the leftist then compares the wac of Algeria against France with Quebec's 
Struggle with English Canada - "In bath cases we have a nationalist struggle that 
will end by producing a Socia_ist society," he said. He conveniently overlooks 
the conundrum that this assumption produces of Quebec achieving "Socialism" with 
the aid of impecialist Frence, while Algeria struggled for it in a war against 
France. After the killing of thousands of Algerian peasants and workers, the bud- 
ding capitalist class of that country now control, or share control of the Sahara 
oil resezves and other control and ownezship of capital in Algeria. The Algerian 
working class now supports its own parasite class largely encouraged by the phony 
common inte-ests of language and "culture." Relations between them are not exactly 
those of love. The master @heave -elactionship does not foster togetherness between 
the victim and the beneficiary. The scudent riors in that country recently have 
not been the result of a noney-less, classless society of free access and voluntary 


work that would characrcerize a Ssc1alist economy. R) 


The Weekend articie nentions =hat Paul Cailand:a is "an up and coming politician 
and will be a candida:e ior the National Assembly at the next elections." The 
rulers of the eacth have 4 valusble man here, apparently adept at sowing political 
ignorance and confusion in the minis 2f the world's useful class, so necessary to 


keep the exploiratiorn system alive. 


Men will never be free f:3m oppzessiazn uncil all work is voluntary and all goods 
and services are f-e¢ Sccialism means a world wide society, democratically con- 


trolled, without prvfits, wages or money. It is a practical proposition now. 
dis 


From CHRIS LUFF's SCRAPBOOK: 7Hcow mvch was Mary worth#) The need of the unemploy- 
ed in New York is indicated by the thousands of "out-of-works" who are selling 
apples at street corners th::ughout the city for tive cents. Among the apple sel- 
lets has been discovered Mrs. Oscar Hammerstein, widow of the famous opera impres- 
ario, who said. "Ladies must eat and it is the best I can do now to earn a living.’ 
Gr late husband built the London Opera House ...and was said to nave lost a quar- 
ter of a million pounds in che venture. (date unknown) 


ECQLOCY V ES0 Steen 


Me eT css: Ci Jumbia's yovermmnts Fill 42 is an atherpt to control rich “arm 
jand=, to Save them from the real estate develepers' asphalt. and suturban nousing 
od sup. markets. Jt “as met - ith stubbom resistence frem the farrers of the pro- 


| giage Tce argume-t “as heen acvoanced tirat non-wage workiny Sarmere wit’ no com-any 
_sension plans to reture on need tie freedom to cell their farms to anytcdy, at the 
higkeest vrice available so that they will have security in their old age. 


with no appeal apyainst poseitie arbitrary government commission rulings on prices 

or freedom to sell, large delegations of farmers, led by rea) estatc “developers” 

and suppurted +s Conservative, Social Credit Liberal politicians demonstrated in 

front of the Legislative buildings recently. Aiso present at the showing were small- 
er numbers of env. ronmental protectionitsts vho supported the Land Commission éct. 
Mscvussious were heated --~ and superficial. 


febating points in favor of the Land Commission act ’vere basically - 

(1) the total area cf available, arable soil in B.C. is very small compared to 
,other provinces, and that consumers here cannot rely indefinitely on food imports 
| from the U.S., because fruit and vegetable lands there are being gobbled up too. 


| 2) “Green belts’ should be saved for the esthetic enjoyment of the general pop- 


| wation. 


A conservationist group known as the Sterra Club cf B.C. published an ad. in favor 
of Bill 42, citing some figures: 
Farmlaud in 8.C. comprises only 2 percent of the total land area. 
Farmland is teing urbanized at the rate of 10,000 acres ;er year. “This has 
been the fate of 195,000 acres in the past 20 years. 


_ The Saanicn Peninsula has some of the richest land in the province. In the last 20 
years, 65,000 acres have been removed from agricultural production. 


On the side of the farmers it must be admitted that they should be entitled to a 
happy Old age secure from the threat of poverty. Ho'ever there are some f1imda- 


mntal factors that are anparently just beyond the visual perimeter of these glad- 
lators, on toth sides of the question. 


First, is tne casual assumption that food is produced for the purpose of feeding a 
‘hungry population “ot so. It is produced primarily to be sold for profit. \NXat- 
urally it is produced for use too, or it could not be sold. But the sales-profit 
priority determires how much is produced, as is the case in all other commodities, 
and of what quality (nutritive value, contamination, adulteration, refinement, etc.). 


secondly, real estate "developers" develope very little except profits for one sec- 
tlon of the capitalist class. Their cheap construction methods, in addition to their 


blanned obsolescence and unfit habitations, are visual eyesores inflicted on the gen- 
era} public. 


In this respect the whole capitalist class in general, as opposed to that splinter 
that is profiting from real estate, wants to maintain its working class on a min- 
fmm level of health and exploitability. Consequently it has a class interest in 
keeping food and natural environment factors on a survival plane at least. A Soc- 
lalist from Sritain once de&cribed America as - "The land of the free,--and those 
vhbo work for them." It shouldn't be necessary to point out that the same applies 

| toall countries. In this respect, BiJl 42 is a savior of capitalism. The crusad- 
ing ecologists would object to this analysis, but they do not necessarily see pre- 
Sent society as a class divided arrangement. 


eee 


THE GRLAAVEST “20D FOR TAk GPEATEST NUMBER --- AF CAPITALISTS 


The ecologists will also tend to vie.’ the Nets Temocractic . arty through the rose 
colored glasses (one pair kandea out to each member of the working puszlic by the boss 
controlled mass media) of a political partv dedfcated to "all the people." There 
are many other things, besides trving to save some Jand, that the vresernt government 
is doing, that the ecologists do not like at all. f[hings it cannot help doing, te- 
cause it is running the system for the onlv class it can ce run for, to the detr@ment 
of the majority. While arguing the merits of bil] 42, ecologists will unconsciously 
isolate it from the “bad' government legislation. The very idea that if conservation 
of some land was not in the interests of the ruling section of society, that present 
efforts to do so would not have materialized would sound ludicrous to then. 


there is nothing wrong with the idea of socially oriented industrial production. 
There ts much wrong with profit oriented industrial production. Capitalism started 
to foul the earth as soon as it came into existence a relatively long time ago in 
Europe and Britain, on a small scale. Because the system itself was then on a smal} 
scale. It has been desecrating on an expanding curve ever since. A few years ago 
the degree of destruction has alarmed the free class itself, and the orders went out 
to the propaganda mills to whip up the concern of the 9 to fiver's to "save us all" 
from "our own" social excrement. 


To be sure, some of the anti--pollution dtive springs from independent working class 
pressure, but how mich? To get a better idea of that, how much was there before the 
media became littered with doomsday lectures and articles on the dangers of pollution? 


The point to -e made here is that capitalist sponsored anti--pollution measures will 
never succeed as the final answer to the defilling of the earth. That present society 
is a class divided one of owners and non-owners of the means of production and dis- 
tribution. That cost-profit controlled production needs pollution to keep comet- 
itive costs down. ‘that pollution will only be @ehecked, controlled, in the interests 
of capitalism, not abolished. 


A classless society of free access, voluntary work, and conscious democratic con- 
trol would make present chaos and planlessness impossible. Farmers along with the 
rest of society would have free access to everything they needed, whether too old 
to produce or not, as a rule of free society. If people want to live in houses, 
they will do so in the manner, style, quality they desire, without jeopardising 
farm lands, or anyone else's freedom. Food would be the best because the only motive R 


for producing it would be to feed society. 


The degree of motivation for basic social change by the working class is controlled 
directly by the degree of political ignorance or knowledge they have of the social 
circumstances they are in. The members of the Companion Parties of Socialism will 


gladly oblige in the job of sweeping away more of the boss's cobwebs. 
JK 
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VANCOUVER : Buisiness meeting last Sun. 


VICTORIA: P-0. Box 237, Victoria, B.C. of every month. For information contact 
Open air meetings every Sunday 2:30 P.M. P.O. Box 1031, Stn. A, Vancouver 1, B.C. 
at Beacon Hill Park Speaker's Corner. or phone 688-3250. 


Buisiness meetings - Ist & 3rd Sundays 
Phone: 479-2626 or 382-5927 or 479-4665 MONTREAL: le Parti Socialiste du Canada 
C.P. 244, Pointe-Aux-Trembles 500 Québec 


WINNIPEG: P.O. Box 115, Winnipeg, Man. Journal: SOCIALISME MONDIAL 6 numéros $1 


— 


°yT rT! iN; T) . ee 1 
puree CF aChch Ae FICA: /nother Minority Sroblem 


xT EDED Come Social Science 


on Fetruary 27, atout two hundred Oglala Sioux, members or fellow travellers of 
the American Indian Movement seized control of some buildings in the hamlet of 
Wounded Knee, on the Pine “idge Peserve in South Dakota, in an attemt to attract 


attention to the plight of c.S. Indians and to acrieve concessions from the U.S. 
government. 


The area was immediately sealed off sy federal] marshals and after a month of ne- 
gotiation with government bureaucrats, random pot shots of rifle fire between the 
indians and the forces of ‘law and order”, the A.1.%. group is still sitting in 
Wounded Knee, bevond "law and order." However, in the last few days it seems that 
the more incensed of the executive versonalities in the occupation force have lost 
credence with the majority, and have been replaced with spokesmen reflecting the 
main view of more compromise with the powers of U.S. authority. 


It seems that the confrontation will soon end, with some tiny points won. Per- 
haps the Indians will gain the right to elect their native administrators in their 
concentration camps in place of having them imposed by the paternal father in 
dashington. Or possidly have an audit done on the books of the reserve government, 
to see if their administrator has been selfishly cheating on tis own people. Or 

a government promise to redress some broken promises of the past. Whatever the 
gains, they will be infinitesimal compared to what needs to be done to solve their 
problems. And compared to the mountain of uninformed energy consumed, that will 
end with such insignificant results. (In addition to the courage — hardship, of 
the occuniers of Wounded Knee, it is reported that 4,C00 other Indians from the 
U.S. and Canada are in towns around Wounded Knee, ocservinp the confrontation, or 
veing arrested trying to get supplies through the blockade to the aold outs). 

Some background is needed here, to determine what led up to the present series of 
demonstrations. The Wounded Knee affair is not the first. 


GENOCIDE, PERSECUTION, PREJUDICE 
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Books about the attempted genocide and persecution of natives by the U.S. govern- 


ment, Army and white-skinned civilians have been semi-popular reading in the last 
few years. 


Adolph Hitler and Joe Stalin had no need of basic originality in their method of 
atrocities against the Jews of Germany and veasants of Russia. All thev had to do 
was adapt the idea to their own needs of time and place. There were plenty of 
precedents to guide them, committed by national capitalist groups like the Brit- 
ish in South-/ffrica, and British, Belgian and French in the Congo, the Dutch in 
Java, the U.S. in the south half of North America and others. 


United States Workers who read the cook, ‘Bury My deart At Wounded knee," (1) 
usually react with horror, with perhaps the most common comment being - "How could 
"my country’ do such a thing?" But modern society is a class divided arrangement, 
Supported unconsciously by the majority who think they share in the ownership of 

a country, (land, factories, mines etc.). If ever their own social problems, along 
with the problems of the Indians or any minority group are to be dealt with, they 
must first be able to understand the social causes, that is, the nature of the so- 
ciety in which they find themselves, and what led up to it. Then, in addition to 
knowing why “my” country "did such a thing," they will also be able to stop nasty 
things from being done to them now by "their" country. 


The average Jane or Joe in the street is not aware that the employer-employee re- 
lationship and production for sale for profit is a historically recent phenomena. 
It hasn't been around very long, and is not feasable for the infinite future 
either. 


Capitalism is the last in line of a series of three phases of a class-property 
social form, lifting man from the classless democracy of a hunting and fishing 
economy of tribes, to the classless democracy of an industrial economy of the 
world. With all its horrors, capitalism was a necessary stage in social evolution. 
It took the medieval means of production of old Europe (which in its turn had been 
built up from where the ancient chattel slavery of the Mediterranean basin had 
left it) and developed it into the world integrated, potential for abundance that 
it is now operating of necessity without the awareness of those it used. It tram- 
led over any peoples or cultures that stood in the way of its historic mission to 
convert the earth to its image. It called upon the aid of religious escapisn, 
charity, psuedo-phylosophy, phony social science and other ruses to establish and 
expand capital through the exploitation of wage-labor. 


In the conquest of tribal peoples, and the appropriation of their rich, virgin 
lands for primitive accumulation of capital, the settler invaders of early North 
America depended heavily on the guilt-soothing syrup of Christianity. To quote 
Marx: 

''...the Christian character of primitive accumulation did not belie itself. 
Those sober virtuosi of Protestantism, the Puritans of New England, in 1703, by 
decrees of their assembly, set a premium of £40 on every Indian scalp and every 
captured redskin; in 1720 a premium of £100 on every scalp; in 1744, after Mas 
sachusetts Bay had proclaimed a certain tribe as reiels, the following prices: for 
a male scalp of 12 years and upwards £100 (new Currency), for a male prisoner £15, 
for scalps of women and children £50...The British farliament, proclaimed blood- 
hounds and scalping as ‘means that God and nature had given into its hand." (2) 


(Civilized man could out-God the primitives any day. To paraphrase two common 
beliefs - the ignorant, superstitious tribal people insisted that "God gave us 
this land," while the "superior", educated invaders replied, "God gave us the right 
to take it away from you.") 


| 
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ihis was near the vepinning of roughiv 2°05 years of religious destruction and sub- 
jugat ion of North American natives by advancing civilization, }ater pursued under 
the banner of “Manifest Destiny," an effective camou‘laging phrase, amony others. 
The formally organized violence phase against natives still under the influence of 
cribal culture ended on a wintrv day in 189C, on the dSanks of “ounded Knee Creek 
in South Dakota. A groun of 120 men and 230 vomen ard chilcren of the Minnecon- 
jous Sioux, were surrounded by several troops of Caristian, whiskey--drinking cav- 
alrymen, backed up with four Hotchkiss field guns that could be fired with the 
speed of almost one exploding shell per second. 


The group of Indians were fleeing to the noped for safety of the only great Sioux 
chief left alive, Fed Cloud, when they were intercepted and were veingy disarmed. 

Big Foot, chief of the group, dying of pneumonia, raised a white flag of truce in 

an attempt to prevent a slaughter. Ome orave objected to handing over his expen- 
sive rifle. A shot was fired by someone unknown, and the carnage v’as on. An es- 
timate of the total dead nearly 300, of the original] 350 men, women and children. 
ith a blizzard in the offing, the wounded survivors (four men, forty-seven women 
and children) were loaded into wagons, taken to military headquarters at Pine Ridge. 
“Because all barracks were filled with soldiers, they were left lying in the open 
wagons in the bitter cold while an inept army officer searched for shelter. Fin- 


ally the Episcopal mission was opened, the woenches taken out, and hay scattered 
over the rough flooring. 


It was the fourth day after Crristmas in the Year of Our Lord 1830, “hen the first 
torn and ,leeding bodies were carried into the candielit church, those who were 
conscious could see Christmas greenery hanging from the open rafters. Across the 


chancel front above the putpit was strung a crudely lettered tanner: PFACE CN 
RARTH, GOODWILL TO MEN." (3) 


"Good" and ''God'' were synonims of wnat was good for people who wanted to accumlate 
property in the form of capital. And still are, generally speaking. The herding 
of the native North American survivors into compourds was necessary so that early 
entrepeneurs could grab the rich agricultural lands and minerals for profit. ''=Ex- 
terminate or banish," ‘as the crv of land hungrv settlers." 


In 1565 the “straight talking man," government representative James Steel saic to 
the Cheyennes and Araprahos, "We fully realize that it is hard for any people to 
leave their homes and graves of their ancestors, but unfortunately for you, gold 
has been discovered in your country..." General Carlton's statement, after the 
subjugation of the Navahos: "...When it is considered hat a magnificant pastoral 
and mineral country they have surrendered to us --- a country whose value can 
hardly be estimated, etc. ...'' (4) They were also pushed aside because their free 
and alien social customs w2re contradictory to efficient exploitation for the good 
of God. They could not b2 allowed to bar the march of progress to higher produc- 
tive forms. Tiscriminaticn and persecution of Indians since then has been an in- 
evitable outcome of a class divided civilization of politically illiterate wage- , 


slaves, many of whom are desperately on the lookout for any minority on which to 
blame their miseries. 


Aknowledge of the evolution of preceding social organizations, and of the nature 
of the present system will be necessary for all victims, red, black, white or 
yellow, to win freedom from the present rat race. 


TWO MILLION YEARS wITHOUT GREED 


en the employer versus employee types of social struggle-organization tnvaced 
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worth émer:ice, the origina snhao.tancs vere stt1li onievwornyp the tribal Socialism 
that was man’s prevaient form for the first 23.5 percent «f his total time as 4 
species. 


The first 2 stages of vrivate propert: slaverv had been traversed ‘in the last 5040 | 
years, in fs*a “urope. The avaric‘ous pioneers of vestervear were initiating the | 
third prooerty phase -- the wage slavery of capitalism to this continent 


tribal] society was classless, democratic, beautiful Sy comparison. ‘There can be 
no poor and needv,' said Engels in describing tribal society,.' AJl are free and 
equal, including the women. “here is as vet no rocm for slaves,...nor the Sub ju- 
gation of alien tribes. He continues: ‘ind the kind of men and women that are oro- 
duced py such a society is indicated bv the admiration felt by all white men who 

came into contact with uncorrupted Indians, admiration of the personal dignity, 
Straigntforwardness, strength of character and bravery of these barbarians. This 

is what mankind and Suman society were like sefore class divisions arose. And if 

we compare thcir conaition with that of the overwhelming majority of civilized 

people today, we will find an enormous gulf between the present day proletarian 
...and the ancient free mmer oi a fens." ‘lo guote him further '...however... 

this oreanization -as doomed to extinction; It never developed devond the trite: > 
the confederacy of tribes already signified the -ommencement of its downfall. 

The power of t..ese primordeal communities had to be troken. But it was broken by 
influences which...appear to us as a degradation, a fail from the simple grandeur 

of the ancient gentile societv. ‘The lowest interests --- tase greed, brutal sen- 
suality, sordid avarice, selfish clunder of common possessions --~ usher in the 

ne’, civilized, class society. ‘nd the new society ... has never been anvthing 

rut the develorment of the small minority at the expense of the exploited and 
oprressec great majority: and it is so today more than ever before. (5) 


And in turn, the socially free Jndians could not understand the class divided dut- 
licity of the invaders. bitterly describing the behavior of civilized man, Tatanka 
Yotanka, the commander of the Sioux & Cheyenne warriors «4 defeated General Custer 
at the battle of the Little Big Horn, (Chief Sitting Bull) said: "The love of 
possession is a disease with them. These people have made manv rules that the rich 
may break, but tne poor may not. Thev take tithes from the poor and weak to sup- 
port the rich who rule...this mother earth of ours, they deface her with their 
refuse. (6) 


rizal Sociaiism kad no words for l]ving, cheating, greed, in their languages, for 
these were civilized names for the class divided human tehavior ot a competitive 
social system. ‘their system stressed the individual, zt existed for the individual. 
Honesty, sharing, were necessary for individual self *nterest. (From each accord- 
ing to ability, to each according to neec). It follows naturally that it was co- 
operative, not predator. Through the eons of time, trital socialism, coexistent 
with the conscious use of tools, was what made man, biologically the highly de 
veloped individual he is todav. 


JHAT NOW? 


It does not require much thought to fathom the reluctance of today's Indians to 
completely embrace the half-hearted motivations that keep © to S'ers in semi- 
conscious locomotion. Bleeding heart liberals often lament that Indians no longer 
have identity, or purpose in life while urging their full integrat..or with current 
societv. hut the fact that wage-workers do not have real identity or a satisfving 
life murpose is enough to dJscourage any "outsicer’ from joining the rat-race, 
even if he was assured before-hand that he was not going to be regarded as an in- 
ferior species. 


paving TE ™.. rito.. oO. © @ racerv: .O eralgama_- ‘tt te 


‘Lager [a.l of car- 


ealism is aot t as cer. Caratalism *s so divisive «: even forces divi-tons 
Rone ce Tnd‘.an Gliticel incr'!g:es and Charse of adminéistrat ve c eatine and 
‘na Ciat Corru to exc place *e.° ee angia’s om Ly résarve , und Set) een their 
yariuus Te.orm ¢ rou, s deed t.eSe vere sove cf the cap talisr produced gYri_v- 
gees “Nnvolved ifn t: atest stunt ov the AT & «curded “nee. Nor ‘is che sad 
alea of the militants at ‘\.ounded Kne2 for an Incien alien ithin the U.S. nation 
cce answer Pacogrived toe Us... oS they wa.ted it, w.ere the Iidians would be 


free to try to regress to t*e ancient primitivicm of their forefathers. Capital- 
ism wili leave novod:s; alone, until a majority consciously orvanize to get rid of it. 


For Indians, c..e direction to move is toward a nee social creanization to revlacc 
t.e presen. one of class schism. Back in ]022, siack Hark of the Saux and Fox 
tribes, in his surrender speech said amono ocher things: “Tiey (tie white men) 
soison the neart. lack Hawk's men will not de scalped, but in a few vears they 
vill become worse, like the white men. Ane tnen vou canrot aur= ther. énd we- 

too, as 1: the vhite men’s settlements, till have as many cflicers as men, in order 
to takc care of tiem and keep them in order. Fareveil my people.’ (7) His ok- 
servation vf the commuls’.on 1i..n2érent in the social autocracy that had crushed his 
kind was accurate. YTeople did not nave to be forced to te good or kept in order 
in ais old, free socicl arrangement. ine modem version of teine ‘good’, that is 
functioning as an o}edient, docile producer or surplus values for an alten class 
of owners, naturully must “*e enforced or cajoled. sut Black Hawk was wrong think- 
ing that wren Indians tecome ‘like the whitc men...t>e. vou cannot hurt them.” 

The vorxkers of the worid toda are an un..acp; matforitv. The misery statistics of 
dcoholism, crime, drug addiction, mental illness are ever on «he increase. 


To the violence prone Americun Indiau ‘ovement we suggest that capitalism needs 

"as many officers as men'', but capitalism's regimentation is not maintained t-rous. 
the force of violence. Tne ‘officers’ are nainly proczagandists of tne capitalist 
controlled media, wno mentally condition their otm people, and any other color, 
creed or nationality they can mentally snare. They bombard ones ears with the no- 
tion that tuving, selling, profits, wages and the struggle to stretch them from 
payday to pavday ‘s a natural, u.changeatle law, that will be with us, ‘as long 

as the wind tlows ard rivers flow," as though no other social form ever existed or 
ever will. And this is equated with freedom. This political fairy tale is just 

as empty as some of the promises made to’ the Indians in their treaties of long ago. 
The same kind of lies and deceit that were used to destroy the Indians' old, free, 
tribal ways and condemmed them to a living death on reserves are used to perpetuate 
the class dominated system that moved in. Since the top strata depends mainly upon 
control of the minds of the workers, it is logical that this is the area that work 
ers everywhere must deal with. Shake off the phony political ideas from above. 
Understand capitalism so that it can be ended, and establish a new Socialism. ‘ot 
the scattered kind of the past. That is impossitle. !n integrated, world kind of 
Socialism that fits in with the industrialization of today. Common ownership and 
democratic control. %o nations, no money, no armies or police, no classes of 
course, no State. Free access and social responsthility. 


(1) "Bury iy Heart ait 'oundsd Knee", bu Dee Brown. 

4) 6“Capital", Volume 1, pages 825-26, by Karl Marx, Charles Kerr ed. 
8) "Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee", page 418. 

(4) Pages 64, 97, 31. 


(S) The Origin of the Family, Private Property and the State", by Frederick Engels. 
(6) "Touch The Earth", compiled sy 7.C. McLuhan, Sitting Bull replying to General 
1) Terry's requeat to return to the U.S. from Canada. 


From an article in "Earth" titled "Indian Oratory". 


